MR. TWEEDIE said that he had followed the recent literature on the subject-like other members of the Section-but as he had found difficulty in grasping the terrrminology and description of various experiments published, he had lately visited Utrecht for the purpose of endeavouring to understand these phenomena.
He drew attention to the fine work of Hogyes of Budapest in 1881, work to which, via the Vienna school, we were chiefly indebted for the original research into the functions of the semicircular canals. Whilst this effort emphasized the kinetic factor in the auditory apparatus, it had remained for workers at Utrecht to point out that it also possessed a static function, due to the presidency of the otoliths over position in space.
A demonstration was first given of certain further reflexes of the semicircular canals, incidentally noted in connexion with this research (" the lift," "muscle-tremor," "toe spreading," and "springing" reflexes). It bad been suggested that these reflexes were dependent on the influence of the otoliths, but by the ingenious method of Wittmaack, who discovered that after extreme centrifugilization the maculse of the otoliths were rendered functionless, whilst the ampullae of the semicircular canals remained unaffected, these could no longer be considered dependent on otolithic influence. On the other hand, as these reflexes disappeared after total labyrinthectomy, it was fair to conclude that they were dependent on the normal function of the semicircular canals. The method of centrifugalization was then described. Thig was followed by an account and demonstration of the " neck " reflexes; these were dependent on the integrity of the first, second, and sometimes the third cervical nerves.
All the " neck " reflexes (as, indeed, the otolithic reflexes also) were "tonic,"
i.e., they persisted so long as the stimulus causing them persisted. The effect on the limbs and movements of the eyes were then demonstrated in the rabbit. It was necessary to recognize these "neck" reflexes before considering the tonic reflexes of the otoliths, as the two were intimately associated, and it was more convenient to describe the " neck " reflexes first.
(The account of the otoliths and their reflexes was commenced, but owing to the pressure of time was postponed to the next meeting of the Section.) 
